re, 


AND 


Both Houles 
PARLIAMENT 


The Suffering Condition of the peaceable People, called 


QUAKERS; 


Only for tender Conſcience towards Almighty God, 
Humbly Preſented, 


O Hewing, That of late above One Thouſand Five Hundred of the faid People 
& (both Men and Women) having been detained Priſoners in Exglazd, and part of 
them in Wales (fome of which being ſince diſcharged by the Judges, arid others 

freed by Death, through their long and tedious Impriſonment) there are now remaining 
(according to late Accounts) about Dne Thouſand, three Yundred, Eighty # Three; 
above Two Yundred of them yuSomen. Many under Sentente of P2cmunire ( both 
Men and Women) and more than Three Hundred near it ; not for denying the Duty, or 
:fuſing the ſubſtance of Allegiarice it ſelf, but only becauſe they dare not Swear : Many 
on Writs of Excommunicatio#, and Fizes for the King, and upon the Att for Burſhment. 
Beſides above Three Hundred and Twenty have Dyed in Priſon and Priſoners fince the 
Year 1660. near Oze Hundred whereof by means of this long Impriſonment (as cis 
judg'd) ſince the Account delivered to the late King and Parliament, in 1680. thereby 
making Widdows and Fatherleſs, and leaving them in Diftrefs and Sorrow : The two 
laſt hard Winters Reſtraint, and the cloſe Confinement of great Nunibers in divers Goals, 
unavoidably teriding towards their Deſtruction, their Healths being evidently impaired 


and here in Lozdon, the Goal of Newgate hath been from time to time crowded, 
within theſe two years, (ſometimes near Twenty in one Room) to the Prejudice of their 
Health ; and ſeveral poor innocent Trades-men, of late, have been ſo ſuffocated by the 


cloſeneſs of the Priſon, that they have been taken out ſick of a Malignant Feaver, and 


dyed in a few days after. - | | 
Beſides theſe long continued and Deſtruftive Hardſhips upon the Perſons of Men and 
Women, as aforeſaid, great Violences, outragious Diftreſſss, and woful Haweck and Stoil 


have been, and ftill are frequently made upon our Goods and ERates, both in and about this 
City: of London, and other parts of this Nation, by a company of Idle Extravagant 
-. and Mereileſs Informers, and their Profecutions upon the Conventicle Af, many being. 
ran convicted and fined Unſummoned and Unheard in their own defence. As alſo on 
ui Tam Writs, at the Suit of Informers (who proſecute for one third part for themſelves) 
or the 


_ on other Proceſles, for Twenty Pound 4 —_— and Two Thirds of Eſtates, ſeized | 
| King 1 


a 
vs 4 


_—_againit the Perſon or Property of any other whatſqever. 


King : All tending to the Rain of True, Hugbanay and Farmers, and the Impoveriſhing 
of ma ny Inauſtrious Families, without Compaſion ſhewn to W; 1adows, Fatherleſs or Deſolate. 
To ſome not a Bed left to reſt upon ; to others, no Carre! to till their Ground, nor Corn 
fr Bread or Seed, nor \ Tools to Work withal : The ſaid Informers and Sheriffs Badliffs in 
{ome place; being Qutragious and Exceſſive 10 their Diſtreſſes and Seizures, -breaking .1nto 
Houſes, and making great Waſte and Spoil. And all theſe and orher Severities done againſt 
us by them, under pretence of ſerving the K/zz and. rhe Church, thereby ro force us to a 
c onfor;vity, without inward Cepvidtioa or Sati:faction of our tender Conſciences, wherein 
oirr Peace with God is concerngd, whyeh we are very tender of. whe, | 

The S:atutes on which we, the ſazd People ſuffer Impriſanment, Diſtreſiand Spoil, are as 
followeth. CF] | 

"The «th of Eliz. chap. 23. DegExconmunicato Capiends. 
The 234 of El:z. ch. 1. gr-twerty Pound per Moneth. 

The 29:h of Eliz. c<. 6. for Conttanation. | 

The 35th of El:z. ch. 1. for Abjuring the Realm, ou pain of Death. 

The 1it of Eliz. <<. 2. for twelve pence a Sunday. 

The 2d of K. James 1. ch. a. for Premunire, Impriſoument during Life, and Eſtates confiſcated. 

The : zth and 14th of K. Chartes 2. againſt Quakers, &c. Tranſportation. 

The 224d of K. Charles 2. ch. 1. againſt Seaitions Conventicles. | 

The 17th of K. Charles-2. chap. 2. againſt Non-Conformiſs. 

1 he27th of He». 8. ch. 20. ſome few ſuffer qe ron 

Upon Indiftments.at. 79» Law, pretended and framed againſt our peaceable Religious 
Aſſemblies, for Riots, Ronts, Breach of the Peace, &c. Many, both Men and Women, 


thereupon fined, impriſon'd and detained for Non-payment, ſome till Death. Inſtance 


the City of Brii#ol, what a great Number have been rhele divers years ſtraitly confined and 
crowded in Goal, moſtly above .Oze Hundred on fuch pretence, about Seventy of them 
Women, many aged. Andin the City of Norwich, in the years 1682, & 83. about Seventy 
kept in hold, Forty Five whereof in Hoes and Dungeon, for many weeks together, and 
cat 1+ardſhips have been, and are in other places. So that ſuch our peaccable Meetings 
are ſometimes fined. on the .Conventicle A, as for a Religions Exerciſe, and other times at 
common Lav, as Riotons, Routons, &c. when nothing of that Nature could ever be proved 
agiinſt them, there being nothing of Yiolexce or lxjury either done, th;eatned or intended 


The during and tedious Impriſonments are chiefly on the Writs De Excommunicato Capi. 
49, u20n the Judgment of Premwnnire, and upon Fixes, ſaid to be for the King. | 
' The great? Spoil and exceſſwve Diſtr:ſſes and Seizures, are eliefly upon the Conventicle AF, 


and for Twenty / ound « Moneth, Two Thirds of E#:tes, and on Qui Tam Writs. In ſome 
Counties, divers have ſuffered by Sezzvres and Diſtreſſes above eight years laſt by aſt, and 


Vrits lately iffued out for further Seizures in ſeveral Counties, for Twenty Pound a Moxeth, 
amounting to the Value of many Thouſands of - oaxds, ſometimes ſeizing for eleaven 
Moneths at once, and making Sale of all Goods and Chattels, within Doors and without; 


þcth off E-©uſe-hold Goods, Beds, Shop-Goods, Moveables, Cattel, &c. and proſecution here- 


upan [till continued, and in divers Counties much increaſed. So that ſeveral, who have 
long imployed ſome Huzdreds of poor Families in ManufaCGture, and paid conſiderable 
"Taxes to the King, are greatly diſabled from borh, by theſe Writs and Seizures, as well as 
by long Impriſonments. Somany SerZe-makers of P/ymouth, as kept above five Hundred 
Poor Peopleat work, diſabled by Impriſonment: Many in the County of S«ffolt, under a 
long Impriſoament, fentenced to a Pr.emnnire, one whereof imploy'd at leaſt Two Hundred 
poor Puople in the Woollen Manufacture, when at liberty. Omitting other Inſtances, 
Ut we may not ſeem too redious, theſe may evince how Deſtru&tive ch Severities are 
to Frade and Induſtry, and Ruizzous to many poor Families. 

On the Converticle AF, within theſe two years laſt paſt,many iz & about thisCity of London, 
Fave vecn extreamly oppreſſed, impaired and ſpoiled in their Eſtates and Trades, upon 
Numerous Convictions and Warrants made againſt them in their Ab/exce, upon the credit 
of Informations {worn by conceated Informers, divers of them Impudent Women, who ſwear 
ior ther profit in part of the Fines and Scizures, their Husbands being Priſoners for Dehr, 
thrigh their own Extravagancies. 'The Warrants commonly made to break open & enter 
Houles, which 1s done with Rigour and great Spoil, not ſparing Widdows, Fatherleſs or 
poor Friis, whoare fuftain'd by their daily care and induſtry, not leaving them a Bed 
torcitrupon: The Fines upon one Juſtice's Warrants amounting to many Hundreds of 
P5745: frequently Tex Pound a Warrant, and two Warrants at once for Twenty Pound 
executed upon one Perſon; and three Warrantsat cnce from another Juſtice, for Sixty Pound 
upon another Perſon, and all his Goods curiicd away in about Tex cart-Loads; and five 


Warrants ; 


- Warrants at once for F/fty Pound upon another, 8&c. beſides what we have ſuffer'd by others 
in the like kind, And in this Dzſtruftive Courſe. the Informers have Encouragement, and 
are ſuffered.{till to go on, to the Ruining many Families in their Trades and Livelihosds - 
divers {0 diſcourag'd and diſabled, that they are forc'd to give over their Shops and Trades. 
Thele I»form?rs being accepted for-credible Witneſſes, yet Parties, Swearing? for their own 
Profit and Gin, in th: abſence of the Perſons proſecuted ; This we think is very hard, and undue 
Proceeding, and not eonfiltent with Common Law or Juſtice Peg 
 Asalſo Convicting and Fining us upon their Depotitions, Vz/unmmord and Unheard in our 
own defence, and fo keeping us ignorant of our Accuſers (unleſs upon Traverſe of our 

Appeals) This Procedure appears contrary to the Law (z)of God,common Juſtice & Equity, 
and to the Law and Juſtice of the ancient Romars, (b) and of Nations. © (a) Der. 1 9.1 7,18, 
Fohn - 4 Prov.20.2. Fob 29.1 6,17. Gen.z.8. Tudzes 19.30. (b) Acts 259- J$>7> 8, IO,1I6. , 

jd »»4 And althiough it has bgen openly maniteſted, . upon. trial of 4ppea/y, at, ſeveral Quarter» 
' Seffions, both tor Middleſex and London, and other places, that the Depoſitions of divers 

| Informers have been falſe in Fact, yet the great trouble and charge in the 7r4ver/c of Appeals, 
and the great encouragement Informers have from Hi» who grants themoſt Werrants,bath 

been a diſcouragement to many from ſeeking ſuch difficult Remedy, conlideri:ig allo the 

treble Coſts againſt the Appellazr, in cale he ſucceeds riot, or is not acquitted upon Tyyal: 

Whereas there is ao Coſts nor Reſtitution awarded orgiyen againlt the Informers, for unjuſt. 
Proſecution. Some alſo having retuſed to grant Appeals, others denyed Copies of Warrants 
to prevent Appeals : Which, whether this be equal or juſt, pray.copſider, ye that are Wiſe and 
Judicious Men ? And whether it be tor the Kzne's Honour & the Peoples Intere#, that Idle, 
Drunken, Extravagant Informers ſhquld either be encouraged or ſuffer'd to go on thus to 
Ruin Trade, Husbazdry and Families, or to command and threaten Juſtices of Peace, with 
the Forfeiture of an Hundred Pound, if they do not make Conviftions, and ifſue out War- 
rants upon their bare Informations and uncertain Depoſitions, frequently in the abſence 
of the Accuſed. . ; 6G Pe Dn or ; - 

- And Laſth, Onethird part of the Fines being aſſigned to the Kzzg,he can only Remit that, 
but the I»formers and Poer being aſſigned two third parts, ſeems not to allow him to Remit 
them, how much cauſe ſo ever may appear to him, to extend his Favour in that caſe: Is 
not this againſt the Kzrg's Prerogative, to reſtrain his Soveraign Clemency ? And how far it 

; Refle&ts upon the Government, and is Scandalous thereto, for Beggarly Rude Informers (ſome 
"RR" _ them Confident Women) not only to command, threaten and difquiet Fuitices, Peace-Officers, 


c. but to deſtroy the King's honeſt induſtrious and peaceable SuhjeQs, in their Properties” | 


andEftates,is worthy of your ſerious C onſiderations ? And whether the ſaid:Comverticle- AF 
ought not therefore juſtly to be Repealed * A noted Inſtance of the like caſe, we have, con- : 
_ cerning the Statute of the 11 Hep.7. ch.3. (fordetermining certain Offences and Contempts, S 
only upon Informers Proſecutions) being Repealed in the firſt year of K. Hep. 8. ch. 6. tho' 
that, in ſome reſpets, was more tolerable than this. | Eh 
| | Be pleaſed to make our caſe your Own, and Do to #5, 4s you would be done unto; as you 
would not be Oppreſſed or De#troyed in your Perſons or Exates, nor have your Properties In- 
 wadedand Poſterities Rained for Serving and Worſhipping Almighty God (that made all 
Mankind) according to your Per{wafions and Conſcienees, but would, no doubt, enjoy the 
Liberty thereof : So we intrear you to allow the ſame Liberty to Tender Conſciences, that: 
live peaceably under the Government, as you would enjoy your ſelves ; and to Diſannnl the 
ſaid Conventicle Af, and to Stop theſe devouring Informers, and allo take away all Sanguivary 
Laws,Corporal and Pecuniary Puniſhments, meerly on the ſcore of Religion and Conſcience - and 
ler not the Ruiz and Cry of the 1”; iddow, Fatherlefi and Innocent Families lic upon this Nation, 
nor at your Door, who have not only a great Truſt Repoſed in you for the Proſperity and 
' Good of the whole Nation, but alfo'do profeſs Chriſtianity, and the tender Religion of our 
Lord *:fus Chriſt. EO RE THEN | b+ Rar 
And notwithſtanding all theſe long ſuſtain'd Extremities, we the ſaid ſuffering People, 
do ſolemnly profeſs and declare in the ſight of the All-lecing God, who is the Searcher of. 
Hearts, .'T hat as we have never been found in any Seaztios or Treaſonable Deſigns (they be- 
ing wholly contrary to our Chriſtian Principle and Profeſſion) ſo we have nothing bur : 
Good Will and true Chriſiian Aﬀection to the:Kjng and Government, ſincerely deſiring His and 
| Your Safety, Proſperity and Concurrence in Mercy and Truth, for the good of the whole 
Kingdom. 


Twins thus given yott, 22 ſhort,,. the general fate of our Suffering C aſe, in matter of Fadt, 
without Perſonal Reficetion, We, in Chriftian Humility, azd for Chriſt's ſake, Intrear, : 
that you will Tenderly and C haritably cor ſider of the Premiſſes, and find ont ſome Fffectua! 
Expedient er Way for our Relief fron Priſons,” Spoil 4nd Ruin.” 
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